Education Committee 2025-2026 Activities Report
Submitted by Drs. Kate McGrath and Rob O’Malley, co-chairs
educommchairAABA@gmail.com

The Education Committee’s goal is to facilitate engagement of K-12 students and teachers, and public
audiences of all ages, with biological anthropology.

2025-2026 Activities

AABA Meeting Programming and Activities. The committee sponsored several events at the 2025
Baltimore meeting as well as others throughout the year, with generous support from AABA as well as
The Leakey Foundation. Activities at the AABA meeting included:

Local Engagement. As part of the AABA 2025 Annual Meeting, the Education committee staffed
an engagement table at Port Discovery Children’s Museum on the afternoon of Wednesday,
March 12th. Over 80 parents, teachers and young students engaged with the committee.

Art, Culture, and Science Communication (“SciComm”) Exhibition. Committee co-chair Rob
O’Malley organized an exhibition on Thursday March 13th to highlight all forms of artistic
expression and science engagement by AABA members, building on the success of a pilot effort
at the 2024 meeting in Los Angeles. The 16 expo entries included board game and card game
prototypes, coloring pages, posters on education and outreach activities, sculpture,
photography, painting, jewelry, and free informal science education resources. >60 AABA
attendees visited the exhibition.

Exhibitor booth. An exhibitor booth provided an opportunity for many AABA attendees to learn
of the committee’s existence for the first time. In addition to encouraging attendees to check
out the exhibition and join us for the networking breakfast at the meeting, we directed
attendees to the website to learn about existing resources to support their own engagement.
Networking breakfast. With AABA support, the committee hosted a networking breakfast
immediately prior to our Saturday morning workshop (see below). This was an opportunity for
attendees interested in K-12 and public engagement to share and learn with each otherin a
relaxed and informal setting. More than 30 AABA members attended.

Workshop. Our 2025 workshop was developed in collaboration with Dr. Briana Pobiner and a
local documentary filmmaker, J.C. Faulk , on the topic of ‘Teaching about race, racism and
human variation: video and related teaching resources.” The workshop included remarks by Dr.
Tina Lasisi, co-creator and host of the PBS series “Why am | like this?” and Curtis Baxter from the
AAAS Dialogue on Science, Ethics, and Religion (DOSER) program, discussing the development of
science videos on these topics suitable for classroom contexts. Presenters and attendees also
explored broader challenges and best practices for engaging with race, racism and diversity in
classroom settings. Over 25 meeting participants attended at least part of the workshop.
Community Event on Race, Racism and Identity. As an experiment in broadening our
approaches to community engagement, the committee co-hosted an off-site Saturday afternoon
event with community voices, families, and educators, with Baltimore filmmaker J.C. Faulk in
conversation with Dr. Tina Lasisi, with support from both AABA and The Leakey Foundation at
OpenWorks Baltimore. The approximately 60 attendees were extremely diverse in age and
background, and included local high school and college students, professionals, and retirees.
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(Upper L) Engagement at Port Discovery; (Upper R) Community Forum at OpenWorks Baltimore;
(Bottom) The Art/Culture/SciComm Expo

Other Activities.

Regular Committee Meetings. The committee has held 3 virtual committee meetings and two
additional planning or subcommittee meetings since the 2025 AABA meeting in Baltimore.
Meeting agendas focused on ideas for workshops and other activities at future AABA meetings,
resource development, and discussing challenges facing us as individuals and as a field in the
current US social and political environment.

Exhibitor Table at the 2025 STEMExpo at Morgan State University (Oct 2025). The committee’s
traveling collection of hominin and primate skeletal casts was used for an exhibitor table at a K-
12 and family-focused STEM event at Morgan State University in Baltimore, where committee
members engaged with over 500 attendees about our discipline.

The Story of Us: An Introduction to Biological Anthropology at the Baltimore Underground
Science Space [BUGSS] (Dec 2025). Committee members hosted an interactive informal
workshop in collaboration with the Baltimore Underground Science Space, a community STEM
center. Attendees included two educators and three students. We hope to explore additional
programming with BUGSS in 2026.

Exhibitor Table and Panel at the 2026 AwesomeCon, Washington, D.C. (Mar 2026) The
committee will staff an exhibitor table in the “Science Fair” section of AwesomeCon, the
Washington, D.C. area’s largest pop culture convention, from March 13-15, 2026 (total
AwesomeCon attendance reached >60,000 in 2025). We were also invited to organize a panel
on “Stories of Us: Human origins and evolution in media and pop culture.” We anticipate that
this will be a fantastic opportunity to engage with thousands of science-interested youth,
families, scientists and educators.



(L) Exhibiting at the Morgan State University STEMExpo; (R) “The Story of Us” event at the Baltimore
Underground Science Center.

2026 Meeting Activities

e Local Engagement. The committee will host an engagement table on behalf of AABA (and with
support from The Leakey Foundation) at the Morrison Natural History Museum in Morrison, CO
on Saturday March 21st from 12:30-4:30.

e Pop-up Exhibitor booth. For the third year in a row, the Committee will staff an exhibitor table
to highlight the committee’s existence, activities, and resources for meeting attendees.

e Art, Culture, and Science Engagement Exhibition. For the third year in a row, the committee will
facilitate an exhibition at AABA to highlight science-themed art, engagement and informal
science learning activities by members.

o Networking breakfast. For the third year in a row, the committee will hold an education and
engagement networking breakfast on Saturday morning to facilitate sharing and learning among
attendees. All AABA meeting attendees are welcome. The breakfast will immediately precede
our sponsored workshop.

® Workshop. Our committee-sponsored workshop this year is “Biological Anthropology For
People: Creative Approaches to Education and Community Engagement.” We will explore
approaches to using biological anthropology in teaching and in lifelong learning in support of
reasoning, inquiry, engagement, and conservation.

Future Plans

As a committee we are assessing how to make the most effective use of the traveling cast collection,
given the logistics and cost of transporting it around the country. We are also exploring informal ways to
support community building within the committee (e.g., establishing a slack or discord channel) and to
support more community engagement work by the committee outside of the AABA meeting itself.

Another area of continued attention and growth for the committee will be more intentional and
meaningful engagement with members and communities from the global South, and with marginalized
and minoritized members of AABA and the public. This at minimum should include work to proactively
engage with marginalized communities in our outreach, identify and disseminate non-English science
education resources, promote accessibility in our activities, and channel materials such as casts and
other teaching materials to teachers who lack necessary resources. Co-chair Kate McGrath serves on the
executive committee of the Whole Ape Project (led by Alexandra Kralick) which will bring together ape-
related resources (3D models, museum accession info, research papers, etc.) in an English and
Indonesian language site.



This year, the committee has found a lot of success in local engagement activities in the MD/DC area on
behalf of AABA and the discipline. We hope to explore how best to support committee members, and
AABA more broadly, in finding activities in their local communities in 2026.

An ongoing challenge for the committee has been establishing a streamlined process for providing up-
to-date educator resources through the AABA website. We are particularly mindful of the challenging
social and political environment for K-12 science education and scientific research around topics like sex,
sexuality and gender, human diversity, and human origins. We hope to devote time and energy to
building out our online resources on the AABA website in 2026.

Anyone interested in the Education Committee should contact us at educcommchairaaba@gmail.com to
be added to our email list. Our committee website is https://bioanth.org/about/education/.

Active committee members as of February 2026

(We count ‘active committee members’ as people who have attended at least one meeting or activity
of the AABA Education Committee at or since the 2025 Baltimore AABA meeting.)

Kate McGrath (co-chair)
Rob O’Malley (co-chair)

Florence Aghomo
Olayemi Ajayi
Malorie Albee
Shriya Amin

Rose Basom

Karol Chandler-Ezell
Susanne Daly
Amanda Ellwanger
Kim Foecke
Frances Forrest
Jacquieline Garnett
Ayashree Mazumder
John Mitani
Amanda Owings
Briana Pobiner
Petra Jelinek
Arielle Johnson
Natalia Reagan
Terry Ritzman
Michael Rivera
Kinley Russell
Caitlin Schrein
Anne Titelbaum
Lori Tremblay
Cassady Urista
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